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With £2,000 taken out of the Daytona 675's price tag is Triumph'’s
Street Triple the bargain sportsbike of 20077 Or have the boys from
Hinckley cut corners on their new middleweight triple...

I've been waiting to ride Triumph's Street Triple for
about two years, ever since the Daytona 675 was
launched. When | first saw that bike | emailed the
guys at Triumph and asked if | could get one of them,
stripits fairing off and fit a set of Speed Triple flat bars.
Anaked middleweight triple with a truly sporty chassis
sounded like my perfect bike. Strangely encugh they
never got back to me, obviously knowing something
| didn't at the time.

Asit now turns out the Street Triple was always on
the cards, even during the development of the 675.
In fact the bikes were developed in conjuncticn with
cne ancther. Take a close look at the 675, you'll spot
the fairing brackets are neatly tucked away, the
engine's water pipes are hidden and the frame
doesn't have any ugly fastenings. Despite the fact
most of it is hidden behind a fairing the Daytona was
designed to look good naked, because 18-months
later it would appear in exactly that state.

Amazingly enough the Street Triple is essentially a
stripped to the bone Daytona 675, Why is this
amazing? Well, despite costing nearly £2,000 less
than the Daytona at £5,349 the Street Triple shares
nearly all of the sportsbike's major components. The
chassis, engine, wheels and dash are straight off the
675, which is amazing value for money. Okay, the

Doesn't matter which angle
you take her-from, she's fit
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suspensionisn't adjustable (although the shock does
have variable spring pre-load) and the brakes aren’t
radlial but all the same, on paper this is a stunning
value for money machine. And it's also a stunning
bike to ride fast.

I'l admit that | might be slightly biased towards the
Street Triple. As I've already said this is exactly the
kind of bike that floats my boat. | love the Speed Triple
and have a real soft spot for stripped middleweight
machines. If, as the marketing bumf was suggesting,
the Street Triple really was a fusion of the Speed Triple
and Daytona then it could well be very special. It is.

From the moment you get on the Street Triple to
when you eventually get off it again it's almost
impossible not to have a hugs, stupid, grin
permanently etched on your face.

Although it's physically quite small, which is a
throwback to the compactness of the Daytona, the
Street Triple is anything but cramped. Along withthe
flat bars Triumph has fitted new foctpeg hangers and
a totally new sub-frame to the bike which, as well as
a new rider-friendly low seat height, comes with a
comfartable seat as well. Which is all very well and
good, but to be truthful it could have nails attached
to the seat for all | care because the riding experience
is so damn good.




Urry desperately trying not to get his knee down In his jeans.
He wears motocross pads beneath them, you know. Cissy.
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Tipping the scales at just 167kg the Strest Triple is
easily the lightest middleweight out there. It's kg
lighter than the Homet and 36kg less than the Z750,
which Is a huge amount. And it shows. Cn the twisty
roads around Lake Garda in ltaly, where Triumph
chosetolaunch the bike, the Street Triple was briliant.
The chassis is, as you would expect, perfectly
balanced and flicking it from left to right the Street
Triple’s lack of bulk makes it feel even more
manoeuvrable than its sporty brother. | can't think of
any bike that would be quicker through the second
and third gear corners ar any that would be as fast
with such a lack of effort or with so much poise.

Despite not having any

lacking in that area to start with.

Unlike the inline fours the Street Triple has power
from the word go, you don’t need to be above any
rpm to get drive, it's just there. Although it makes a
peak torque of 511b.ft Triumph claim the bike makes
more than 44Ib.ft from 3,500rpm right up to
12,300mpm, which | don't doubt, The haimin bends
on the route could be taken in first, second or even
third gear, depending on how much you wanted to
scream the engine, which shows how flexible it is. But
don't belured into thinking that this is a dull, workhorse
ofan engine, ohno. The Street Triple has Speed Triple
DNA running through its veins, whichmeans there is

more than the hint of the

adjustment the inverted “...THE STREET TRIPLE HAS hooligan in there!

forks are set up perfectly
for road riding. In our group
there was a variety of riding
styles and weights ranging
from avery small Japanese
female tester to the slightly
more porky Europeanrider
(me) and no one had any complainis with the
suspension at either end of the bike. The ability to get
standard suspensicn settings bang onis a trait of the
current crop of Triumph bikes and one that | hope
long continues. From smooth roads to the bumpier
passes it never failed to impress, as did the engine.
Although it is essentially identical to the Daytona’s
motor Triumph has altered the camshaft and with it
the valve timing. Basically the valves open sooner and
for longer compared to the sportsbike’s engine,
which has the efiect of increasing the motor's bottom
end torque. Although it doesn’t rev quite as high
{12,650rpm compared to 14,250rpm) the Street
Triple makes more bottom end grunt than the
Daytona, which wasn't exactly known for being
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SPEED TRIPLE DNA
RUNNING THROUGH ITS
VEINS, WHICH MEANS
THERE IS MORE THAN A
HINT OF RAMPANT
HOOLIGAN IN THERE...”

If you want to learn to
pull wheelies then look no
further than the Street
Triple. Yes, despite its
middleweight tag, fairly
modest 106bhp power
claim and relatively small
675cc motorthis is the new king of stunt bikes. Ifyou
fancy showing off then this is the bike for it. Although
Triumph's stunt rider Kevin Carmichael could probably
wheelie a London bus if he put his mind toit, the Triple
even makes nobbers like myself look good. Second
gear, bit of clutch and off you go. The only bikes | can
think of that are as easy to show off on are its bigger
brother, the Speed Triple, and KTM's 9505SM.

But it's not just the front wheel that has issues
staying on the floor. Radial brakes are the current
‘must have' fashion accessory but, in order to keep
costs down, Triumph has stuck with two-piston
sliding calipers on this Triple. Posers may moan about
this, riders won't. As Carmichael demonstrated with
me on the back they are more than up to the job. On

FACTFILE 7/

PRICE: £5,349

ENGINE: 675cc, liquid-cooled, DOHC,
12-valveiinline triple

POWER: 107bhp@ 11,700rpm (claimed)
Torque: 511b.4t@ 9,100rpm (claimed)
FRONT SUSPENSION: 41mm USD,

non adjustable

REAR SUSPENSION: Monoshock,
adjustable spring preload

FRONT BRAKE: 308mm discs,
two-piston sliding calipers

REAR BRAKE: 220mm disc,
single-piston caliper

DRY WEIGHT: 167kg (claimed)

SEAT HEIGHT: 800mm

FUEL CAPACITY: 17.41

TOP SPEED: 135mph (claimed)
COLOURS: Green, Black, White

TRIUMPH

STREET TRIPLE

|

SIMON WARBURTON: TRIUMPH
PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
How come this Triple costs
£2,000 less than the 6757
“There are some elements
that costless, the bodywark,
S, 1 ™ brakesand suspension|for
example. We have taken cost outwhereit
hasn't affected performance. The suspension
isn'tadjustable but it still works very wefl. But
principally we have takena hit. We madea
comimercial decision that weweren 't goingito
make as muchmoeney onthe Strest Trple but
itwill bring new people into THumph."

Why is the bike being launched so late?
“Itwas simply due tojthe lengthiof time the
projectitook: We would have fikedtorelease it
earlierbutfust couldn't do it, The Street Triple
has around 150 new parts even thoughiitis
very close tothe'675, whichitakes timeto
design, organise a supplier; etc. Ittook Jjust
over ayearand a halfito tumnithis bike around,
whichisivery, veryfast.!

Was there a worry it would be too sporty?
“We haven't gone 100% forsporty. The
suspension is more forgiving and the riding
positiofis.comfy, sowe hitacompromise.”




Handling is light, responsive

and ridiculously good

YOUR QUESTIONS

Visordown.com users pose
questions to Simon Warburton
When are you gaing to dump the silly
looking instrument/wind cowl! that
looks like it's been stolen from the
anclent Smash Potato advert?
“It'san accessory; you don't have to
have itifyoudantwant."

Have you cured the 675's thirst for oil?

‘We have made attempis to redlice the
oil.consumption|ofthe engine. Some
enginesicopsume ofi, some. don’t. We
are obviouslyalwaysitryingtoimprove
ourbikes and we expectitwill consume
a bitless, butyou stilineedto checkiit,
The Strest Triple has different pistonsito
the 675, whichwill help consumption.”

Why doesn't the Street Triple come
with more practical touches?

“We have made it practical. There’s
unhderseat storage, we haveafankbag,
screen and. front cowl as optional
extras andithe pillion is well catered for:
The Street Triple has more leg room
and.seat spaceithanithe Speed Triple
and a pillion'grab railiis anloption.*
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Typical woman's parking

Why is there no nose cowl or belly pan
fitted as standard?

“Simplyitwould costmoreas standard,
it’'s the same reason as thereisnoturbo
chargeras standard! Appropriate level
of specificationifor.the market. It's nice
and cheap andyou canaddbitsasyou
want/ateron.”

Does it come with an old duffer
magnat?

“Those are going, I think:Bonnevilles
havethem bt the Triple less so.”

Are Triumphs really made in England?
“The big engine castings such as
cylinders and crank cases are made.in
Englandthenithey are machinedinthe
factory. Sadly there isn’t really a
motoreycle component supply industry
iniEngland, it sort of died in the. early
'80s. Asiwe.got'bigger we've. found
good suppliersalloverthe word. The
brake lines'andiforks are:from Spain,
indicators fromItaly; the frame fromour
factoryin Thailand, some ofthe engine
components from Japanand clutchiis
from Mifton Keynes: But Triumphs are
assembled in England.”
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the road | really couldn't tell the fact that they weren't
four-piston jobbies and after some fairly hard use
down a very twisty road they didn't show any signs
of fading at all. | did a bit of digging and found out that
the brake pad compoundis actually the same as the
Dayton 675's, so it's anly a bit of squeeze-power
you're missing cut on if anything compared to the
full-blooded sportsbike.

It's not very often that | get to ride a bike | genuinely
can't find anything to moan about, but that’s the case
with the Street Triple, it honestly is that good. The
engine is wonderfully flexible, chassis superbly
balanced and [ still love the stripped Speed Triple
looks. Does it really matter that it looks virtually
identical to its bigger brother? | don't think so. In fact
the only slight gripe is that the steering lock could be
a hit bigger, that’s it and I'm really just being picky.

Triumph admit that it has taken a hit on price with
this bike, which it obviously has. With a two grand
saving over the Daytona and so little difference
between the two bikes, this is the bargain bike of
2007 without adoubt. It may have budget suspension
and brakes but ke so many other Triumph road bikes
this in no way detracts from either the bike's
performance or riding pleasure.

Personally | can see these things selling like
hotcakes, especially in France and Italy, but | see no
reason at all why the UK shouldn’t snap them up.
Good looks, wonderful chassis, British name on the '
tank and a bargain price tag to boot. What more Proof that any idiot really can wheslie a Street Triple.
could you hanestly want?

onestly look like a bl l;"thﬁtlfs l;§‘s than

0to youZ Incrediblevalue for maney. KEVIN GABMIGHAEL:
“sT ' 3 TRIUMPH'S STUNT RIDER
o Howdo | pull 12'0'clock
wheelies, Kevin? i
“It's'allabout therear
brake. To pull wheelies you
needto learnitousethe rear
brake, thenyou'can getithe helght; thenyou
can change gear; | ride along infirst gear;
clutch'the wheelie up then catchiition/the rear
brake. Youdon't needtopushitthat hard, a
smalllamount of pressure will make the bike
react. Once the wheelis inthe air.{ use the
clutchito change gear; it's much smoother;
and get the bike'in a high gearas'soonas
possible because the bike reacts sfowerto
throttle inputs.

When/ do'negative wheelfes (going past
vertical) | pullthe clutch in asithe bike goes
overtheitop soithe rear wheel has no drive, it
makes it smoother: When lim upside down
I'mcoasting usingithe rear.brake andusing
the momentum ofthe bike to do the trick. It
takes'a while tolbuild up to this, wouldn't
recommendyoujumpinithere and tryit no
matter how confidentyou are, it will honesty
end indisasterifyotido. No, seriously—
please don’t! Uty getaway from that bike."
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new dedicated triumph
JRUMEH supers?'oré now opepn*
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